
Degree Description 
AZCOPT awards the degree Doctor of Optometry upon successful completion of the four-year professional 
curriculum in optometry. The first and second years of the curriculum emphasize basic health sciences, optics 
and visual science. Students are introduced to clinical practice in simulation laboratories, introductory courses, 
and clinical experiences. Visual consequences of disease are introduced in the second year. The third year, divided 
between a didactic and clinical setting, emphasizes the diagnosis and treatment of ocular dysfunction and 
disease. The fourth year consists of intensive clinical training that includes both on campus and off campus 
externship rotations. Clinical settings for external rotations may include military facilities, veteran administration 
hospitals, public health service hospitals, and specialty and/or private practices or clinics. The maximum time for 
degree completion is five years. 
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